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A Magnificent Start to
A Momentous Year
We hope you enjoy reading our first
newsletter of the academic year.
A TRUE 11-16 SCHOOL
It is with great pleasure that we embraced
our new Year 7 students who, for the first
time, were recruited in full from a wide
area including Oadby and beyond.
Hitherto, our students had already been
with us in Year 6.
We welcomed back our GCSE students to
both Year 10 and, for the first time, Year
11. In September Shanaya (below)

celebrated her 16th birthday. This made
her the first student in the history of the
school to do so. She is the oldest student
ever to be educated at Manor High
School.
A WARM WELCOME AT OUR OPEN
EVENING
Our Open Evening was a huge success and
it was a particular pleasure to see so
many appreciative parents, grateful for
the opportunity to join our school
community.
Every department enthralled the children
with demonstrations of their expertise at
both Key Stage 3 and 4. The feedback
from the families was very positive and
there were many compliments for our
students who were helping in
departments, leading tours and also
speaking during the Headteachers
address. Once again, our students
excelled.
A CELEBRATION OF 50 YEARS
The Autumn Fair and school 50th
Anniversary celebrations brought
together staff, students, parents and
governors, past and present.

One of the highlights, for both past and
present students, was the display of old
and new photos, plus the video showing
the school being built and the early days
after it opened. You can read more in our
50th Anniversary special publication and
so we will only touch upon briefly it in this
edition.
As always, we want to thank you, our
school community, for the contribution
you make to the #MagicofManor.
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GCSEPod

Manor High has recently invested in
GCSEPod, the award-winning digital
content and revision provider used by
over 1,000 schools worldwide.
GCSEPod provides over 6,000 3-5 minute
bursts of visual learning via their short
videos called ‘Pods’. Each Pod is exam
board specific, so you can be reassured
your child is accessing the correct
information.
GCSEPod makes learning and revision
much more manageable as the Pods
contain all the right facts, quotes,
keywords, dates and annotated diagrams
that your child needs for GCSE success
and they are neatly organised into topic
or exam playlists. The Pods are designed
to squeeze exactly the right knowledge

Duke of
Edinburgh
Awards
On Monday 1 October we celebrated the
success of students who have completed
their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh (DofE)
Award. All 28 of our students who
participated in the course were invited to
attend. Their certificates and medals were
presented to them by Mr Powell, Mr
Manjothi (Chair of Governors) and Mr
Heathcote, our DofE leader. Following the
presentation the families had a chance to
enjoy a celebratory bite to eat and drink.

needed for exam success into short
chunks!
One of the remarkable things about
GCSEPod is the ability to download the
content to your child’s mobile device so
it’s like they are carrying a whole world of
knowledge and revision in their pockets
without the need for internet. Wherever
they go, GCSEPod goes with them. You
can download the GCSEPod app from the
App Store (Apple and Android are
supported).

ensure that they have successfully
activated their accounts and encourage
them to make use of this service
throughout their GCSEs. Your child won’t
need to use GCSEPod for long before they
feel the impact. Consistent use in just 10
minute chunks is proven to support
achievement right up to grade 9!
For more ways you can help support your
child using GCSEPod, please visit
www.gcsepod.com where you’ll find lots
more information and resources.

Once your child has activated their
account they can browse the Pod library
and create their own playlists – just as
they would when they’re listening to
music. We recommend that you discuss
GCSEPod with your son or daughter to
Following the awards presentation, we
hosted our DofE Information Evening for
the new families of the 44 children who
will be doing their certificates this year; 28
Bronze and 16 Silver.
The evening was designed for students to
get set up for the year ahead. Students
were given resources and ideas for their
sections and our expedition leader, Mr
Heathcote, talked them through what
personal kit they would need and what is
expected of them on expedition. There
was a chance for parents to ask questions
and they were shown an expedition
presentation from last year to give them
an idea of what they can do.
From Wednesday 3 October all students
can log in to their eDofE account to start
uploading evidence.

DATES FOR THE DIARY:
 Bronze practice expedition:
Friday 17 and Saturday 18 May 2019
 Bronze qualifying expedition:
Friday 14 and Saturday 15 June 2019
 Silver practice expedition:
Thursday 23 to Saturday 25 May 2019
 Silver qualifying expedition:
Thursday 4 to Saturday 6 July 2019

NEWSLETTER | Autumn Term

European Day
of Languages
On Wednesday 26 September, Manor
High School Modern Languages
department joined in with the European
Day of Languages celebrations.

3
design the next French and Spanish good
news postcard, which is awarded to
students who go above and beyond and
those who are nominated for MFL
Student of the Fortnight. The winners
will be announced shortly from the
fantastic selection who entered and
students will receive an amazon voucher
and additional achievement points.

Thanks to our highly talented catering
team, students enjoyed albóndigas and
churros from Spain and ratatouille from
France, all freshly made on site. The
Modern Languages department
rewarded students who asked for the
food in French and Spanish with a free
magdalena!
The Modern Languages department also
launched a competition for students to

English News
It has been a great start to the year in
the English department.

narrative writing.
The debate club is also up and running
and ready to persuade us all of their
viewpoints.

Year 10 have been enthralling us with
their persuasive speeches covering a
broad range of topics from the Israeli
Palestinian conflict to the benefits of
hobbies for mental health, with several
students already reaching distinction
level.

Friends of Manor High (FOMH) is the
school’s Parent Teacher Association
(PTA). It was set up 2013 and has recently
reformed.
FOMH are in the process of forming their
committee with a chair, secretary and
treasurer. The focus of the group is on
raising funds for the students to have an
outside canopy.

In Year 11 they have delighted us with
eloquent and engaging responses to
Paper 1 Question 5 – descriptive and

Theatre Trip
GCSE Drama Students went to the
Nottingham Playhouse on Thursday 27
September to see Fup, a comedy
adapted from the novel by Jim Dodge.
Part of their GCSE Drama Studies is
interpreting theatre where students are
required to review a live theatre
production seen during the course.
We chose to see Fup: A Modern Fable as
it was directed by the fabulously creative
company, Kneehigh and o-region. As part
of our theatre studies syllabus, it was a
fantastic opportunity to see them in
action.
Fup is a hilarious but poignant story of a

young man daring to live to life to the full
after experiencing loss. This modern
fable about family, love and nature is set
in a weird and wild Cornwall. Featuring
live, foot-stomping music, quacking
puppetry and Kneehigh’s infamous
eccentricity and charm, Fup is a story like
no other.
The students thoroughly enjoyed the
unbelievably creative and imaginative
storytelling from one of the most
prestigious theatre companies in the UK.

They are always looking for additional
helpers. If you would be interested in
joining the team, either in an official role,
as a committee member or as an event
volunteer, please contact:
vmehta@manorhigh.leics.sch.uk.
The group meets monthly and the next
meeting is Wednesday 24 October from
5.30-7pm. Everyone is welcome!
Many of the volunteers supported our
50th celebration and more recently at the
open evening became experts in selling
samosas making a tasty profit.
Their next event is a Film Night due to
take place on Friday 9th November at
Manor High School – please join us for
pizza, popcorn and a film. More details to
follow soon.
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House News

Our Head Boy and Girl plus Deputies

Head Boy and
Girl Elected
Our first Head Boy and Head Girl at Manor
High School were announced at the
beginning of term. After a very difficult
decision making process and an
exceptionally high standard of
applications and interviews, the following
students have been appointed.
Head Boy: Dillon Shah B6
Outside of school Dillon is a Lance
Corporal in the Army Cadet Force and was
awarded Cadet of the Year 2017. He is a
principal trombonist with Leicestershire
Music Cultural Trust and also teaches
trombone to a registered blind student.
Within school he has been a Maths
Leader and a PiXL Edge Leader, during
which time he represented the school at
the 2017 PiXL Conference.
Head Girl: Paige Uppal C2
Paige was House Captain for Clarendon
and organised a number of charity events
to raise money for the house charity
Wishes4Kids. In addition, outside of
school she has continued her charity work
raising money for Cancer Research UK by
running the Race for Life. She has been a
successful member of the debate team,
coming second in a national competition.
She has gained her Bronze Duke of
Edinburgh Award and is now working
towards her Silver Award.
As well as our Head Boy and Girl, deputies
were also appointed:

Deputy Head Boys:
Aaron Mehta and Jacob Jones
Deputy Head Girls:
Zakiyyah Osman and Ayesha Suria
Mr Powell said of the candidates, “They
are a real credit to the school and the
calibre was the highest I have ever
known.” Well done to all!

Bradgate
Bradgate have commenced the year with
a flying start. We are very excited to
announce our new House Captains;
Shailee Yadav and Pameet Plaha, and
Deputy Captains; Leah Sohal and Misha
Asim.
All four girls are very enthusiastic and
keen to raise as much money as possible
for the house charity, Rainbows. They
have lots of ideas for fundraising events
and want to encourage all of Bradgate
House to participate in this. The student
leadership team have already ensured
that each tutor group has conducted a

fundraising event this term, this has been
extremely successful with B1 raising
money for Mr Loweth to shave his beard
and hair off for Rainbows (see photo),
there has been a Just Giving page set up
to help with this and B6 raising money by
throwing ‘cream pies’ at myself!
I am very pleased with the mature
attitude students have come back after
the summer with, and our new Year 7
students have settled extremely well. We
have received an extremely high number
of achievement points as a House so far
and I am confident this will continue to
increase, helping us to take back the title
of House Champions at the end of this
year.
I hope everyone has a lovely relaxing half
term break and I look forward to
welcoming students back and continuing
to work hard on the run up to Christmas!
Miss V Booth

Clarendon
It has been great to welcome everyone to
the new school year; those who are new
to Manor High School and those who
have returned this academic year. It is
wonderful to see everyone embracing the
Magic of Manor.
Time goes by quickly and it is hard to
believe we are approaching our first
holiday of this year.
The Clarendon House captains Eisha
Sodha and Devan Uppal are busy
organising the student leadership time
and planning ways to raise money for our
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determination to excel in everything you
are do.
See you all on October 22nd!
Mrs Ghani

Watermead
There has been a very positive start to this
academic year for Watermead. I have
been very impressed with our student
leadership Natalia Spodenko, Megan
Falconer and Anmol Raj, they have now
been joined by Amreet Rana. They
successfully organised “The Great
Watermead Bake Off” that raised over
£50 for WaterAid! All of the forms in
Watermead took part in the competition
and the quality of the baked items
created a great deal of buzz around the
school and at the open evening. I would

Our Student Leaders

house charity, Wishes4Kids. During the
week prior to the October break they will
be hosting a bake sale and students and
staff are looking forward to Paige Uppal’s
homemade brownies! In addition, the
students are preparing to make ribbon
badges in each the house colours to boost
their fund raising.
Following an assembly in September,
Clarendon has introduced Citizen of the
Week. This is a student that has been
recognised by their form tutor or by a
Clarendon pupil to have gone that extra
step to help others, either at school or in
the community. The three students who
have received the recognition this year
are Brajan Pachulski, Martha Hulme and
Shiv Patel. Well done to you all and I look
forward to added more pupils to the
growing list.
I wish you all a relaxing break and that you
come back ready to continue your hard
work: remember “the only way is up!”
Mrs S Wale

Knighton
So far this year we've buried a time
capsule to commemorate the 50th
birthday of Manor High along with the
other house captains. We've already
started our fundraising scheme by setting
up and participating in the October
Dechox where you give up chocolate for
the month of October to raise money for
the British Heart Foundation, our
Knighton house charity. Halloween will be
a nightmare... We aim to raise £1000 for
our charity just from this one event and

our overall goal for this year will be to
raise £2000 and to win the house cup
again!
Sadia and Daniel, House Captains
What a great start to the half term
Knighton House, we’re in second place
and just a few points away from the top!
Our new student leadership team are
already immersed in charity work. Sadia,
Daniel, Ria, Shivam, Evie, Sania, Safia-Noor
and Aleena are keen to listen to your
ideas and work with form reps to make
the house the best it can be.
With the up-coming house competitions
involving football, writing and art please
do make a special effort to enter these,
Knighton’s previous successes have been
due to your infectious enthusiasm and
team spirit.
A special thank you and well done to the
following pupils who have the highest
achievement points in Knighton House
and some in the whole school! Aleena
Jussab, Madhumita Srikanth, Alex Magill,
Kieli Whitehouse, Toby Ellis, Malaika
Makani, Ethan Singh-Halet, Azra Valli,
Bhagjot Nahal, Musa Sheikh, Daniel
Dadabhoy, Betty Fagbolade, Keondre
Lincoln, Maariyah Osman, Hassan Ahmad,
Ciaran Reiff-Marganiec, Cayman Spain and
Mohammed Jakhura.
Have a great half term all, rest well and
come back with the drive and

like to take this opportunity to
congratulate all of the students that took
part in the competition. It was a huge
success.
Watermead have an exciting evening
coming up after half term, to raise even
more money those in need. On the 1st
November from 6.30– 8.30pm I have
been able to secure the services of Shahid
Seikh OBE FRSA, MD at Clifton Packaging
who is going to share his story, “Journey
to Success.” No other school will get this
unique insight into business. You will be
able to book through the school when
officially announced.
Finally, I am really proud to announce that
Watermead are top of the leader board
for the first time ever! This is an
outstanding achievement and I can see
the consistency in our students beginning
to pay off. It just goes to show that we can
do it, but there is a long way to go to get
our hands on the trophy. A big well done
to all of the students in Watermead keep
up the great work and stay focused.
Mr King

NEWSLETTER | Autumn Term

6

Community
Cuppa

On Friday 28 September, Manor High
School hosted a Community Cuppa.
People from around the community
came to the conference room in the
Viking building, to enjoy a cup of tea and
socialise with neighbours, parents,
grandparents and friends.
The Manor High Humanutopia Heroes
came to chat with visitors about the work
they do and share their experiences
about being in Year 10.

Hot Choc
Friday with the
Head

There was a delicious variety of cakes to
share. Two student leaders from Year 8,
were selected to participate in event.
They accompanied the visitors from
reception to the conference room and
chatted with them to make them feel
welcome. People left with a smile on
their faces as Manor High School hosted
yet another successful Community
Cuppa.
By Safia-Noor Patel and Aleena Jussab
Student Leaders, Knighton House

Hot Chocolate Friday with the Head is an
initiative that celebrates those who get it
right, day after day. These are the
students who make a routine of
excellence.
Mr Powell invites learners who have
gone ‘over and above’ during the week
to share a hot drink and a chat together.
It’s an opportunity to spend time with
members of the school who get on doing
the right things quietly but don’t always
get the recognition they deserve. And
what better way to end the end the
working week that with your hands
around a mug of warm, comforting
chocolate, especially on a cool autumn
day.
Our first #HotChocFri of the year was
with two outstanding Year 9 students,
Niamh and Margaux, who make a huge
contribution to life at Manor High School.
Both girls excel in many areas inside and
outside the classroom including dance,
gymnastics and bakery, to name but a
few.

Mr Powell was also pleased to welcome
along Muhammed, Huzaifa, James,
William and Ollie the following week.
All but one of the boys are from Year 7
where they have settled in happily. Ollie
is from Year 9 and was invited to reward
him after he tended to an injured cyclist
who had been hit by a car. The level of
care he provided was exceptional. Well
done!
“This is a great way to end the week with
a celebration of those who contribute to
the Magic of Manor,” said Mr Powell.
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WWI
Remembrance
at Manor High

In Flanders Fields
BY JOHN MCCRAE
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago

On November 11 2018, it will be 100
years since the First World War ended.
Manor High School, along with many
across Europe, will be marking the
centenary with events both in and out of
school.
HISTORY COMPETITION
Our History department has launched a
competition for students to design a
poppy. The reason poppies are used to
remember those who have given their
lives in battle is because they are the
flowers which grew on the battlefields
after World War One ended. This is
described in the famous World War One
poem In Flanders Fields (right).

Ever since then, they have come to be a
symbol of remembering not just those
who gave their lives in World War One,
but all those who have died on behalf of
their country. Students can use any
medium for their poppy and each entry
will earn achievement points. The winning
entries will receive points for their house.
Closing Date is Friday 26 October and
entries should be given to Miss
Chudasama.

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow

GAMES OF REMEMBRANCE TRIP

In Flanders fields.

Humanities and PE are running a trip to
watch the Games of Remembrance
(Women's game) at Notts County Football
Club on Thursday 8 November.
Marking the centenary of the Armistice,
troops from the British Army Football
Association will take on the German
Bundeswehr to commemorate soldiers
from both sides who made the ultimate
sacrifice during the First World War.
Places are limited, so if you are interested
in going on the trip, please return your
reply slip by Friday 26 October. Further
details are available from Mr Flax.

Who is the most
influential person
from history?
This is the big question that is being asked
in a Leicestershire wide history
competition. Your task is:
1. Choose your person.
2. Explain why they deserve this
accolade in 250 words.

All entries must be submitted to Mr
Chohan by Friday 2 November. Winners
will receive gift vouchers: 1st prize = £25,
2nd prize = £20, 3rd prize = £15 and four
runners up will receive £10 each.

You can now
follow us on
Twitter and
like us on
Facebook
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Well done!

Top Achievers

More congratulations are due to Ms
Sodha who has won yet another accolade
for her outstanding and tireless work
teaching GCSE Gujarati at Manor High
School! In July she also received two
trophies in acknowledgement of the
remarkable work she does for the
community.

At Manor High, we celebrate the
achievements of our students and this is
done within our House system.

Furthermore, the 50th Anniversary
Celebration was a success with great
student participation across all years,
raising money along the way.
We are part of Manor High’s first cohort of
students taking their GCSEs in May and we
are excited to be making history. We have
also recently hosted a post-16 evening of
which we all found very helpful to allow us
to start thinking about what routes we
want to take after GCSEs.
On top of all this the annual De-Choc has
commenced in order to raise money for
The British Heart Foundation and other

Kushal Sanghani C4

256

Samuel Schalch W2

253

Ishaan Raja B1

248

House points can be viewed through
Schoolgateway by parents.

Aisha Suleman W2

235

Please see our top ten for this term. Well
done all!

Filipa De Brito B1

234

Aryan Patel W4

232

Mohammed Jakhura K2

228

Yara Schalch W4

227

Cayman Spain K2

226

Shivaan Raja B3
Ciaran Reiff-Marganiec K8

225

This amazing achievement is indicative of
the excellence and commitment of our
students day in day out.

It has been a great start to the new year
here at Manor. Already, we have seen
success with students completing their
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze and Silver
expeditions, with many students achieving
their awards.

Total

Students are awarded house points for
good behaviour, exceptional work and
representing the school.

REWARD ASSEMBLY
After half term there will be special
reward assemblies where certificates will
be issued to the, hundreds of students
who have achieved both 100%
attendance and 0 behaviour points in
their first term.

Message from
the Head Girl
and Boy

Name

We are excited to
be making history.
charity events such as bake sales have
raised money for Wishes4Kids. We hope
everyone has a great half term.
Paige Uppal and Dillon Shah
Head Girl and Boy

OPEN
MORNINGS
Every Tuesday and
Thursday at 9.00am
Experience for yourself
the “Magic of Manor”
during the school day parents and children are
welcome to attend

Book your place
online at:
www.manorhigh.leics.sch.uk/
calendar

