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50th Anniversary
Celebrations
In September this year, the school
celebrated its 50th anniversary. The
students and staff chose to mark the
occasion with an autumn fair. Current and
former students, staff, families and
members of the community were invited
to join us in our celebrations.
Students ran a multitude of stalls and
activities to entertain all the family,
including the classic “Sponge the
teacher”. Music from staff and student
bands took the audience through the
decades and there was even the chance
to see the school being built! Filbert Fox
paid us a visit, along with a number of
local dignitaries.
On the day of the celebrations, many
visitors who attended wanted to find out
more about the school’s history and also a

number of staff who had worked in the
school over the last half century. They
enjoyed seeing the changes made around
the school during student-led tours of the
buildings.
Teaching alumni who participated in the
celebration included Mr Wilson, Mr
Freestone and the Headteacher from
1975 to 1996, Ron Moore.
There were also many former students of
Manor High, including several who were
in the first cohort to arrive at the school
into what is now called Year 7 in 1968
(pictured above). There were many fond
reminiscences between them, including
this account from Rob Przybylski:
“I’d just like to express my thanks and
appreciation to those who organised

yesterday’s 50th Anniversary celebrations.
I was in that first intake and whilst much
has changed I could look beyond that and,
in my mind, I pictured things as they were
and for just a few fleeting hours it was
1968 and I was 11 again with my only
cares being whether I could get into the
school football team and if Gillian Buchi
would be my girlfriend. It was a great day
and for rekindling those memories. I
cannot thank you enough”.
We have a full length video of the school
being built and it makes entertaining
viewing. If you would like to see it, visit
our YouTube channel or the link: https://
youtu.be/dA3d6QPj3bU.
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A Revolutionary
New High
School

Manor High School opened on 27th
August 1968 and the building work,
considered ground-breaking at the time,
was completed a few weeks later.

Interestingly, Mr Higgins went on to use
terms and adjectives that appear in the
latest inspection frameworks. These are a
reflection of current educational thinking:

The first Headteacher, Walter Higgins,
was interviewed in the Oadby and
Wigston Advertiser in April 1968 under a
headline that claimed “Oadby Will Be
Leading Europe”. The opening paragraph
stated that “The eyes of the continent will
be focused on Oadby this summer, for it is
there at Copse Close that a revolutionary
new high school will open on August 27 –
the first of its type in Europe”. The
construction came in at the princely sum
of £286,000.

“A pupil can carry out his own research
under guidance. Given a certain project in
which he is interested, a pupil will have to
collect his own information on that
subject from the resource area. This is as
it should be because learning is the end
and not teaching. Teaching is a means to
an end.”

The eyes of the
continent will be focused
on Oadby this summer.
Mr Higgins talked about the ways in which
Manor High School would pioneer new
ways of learning in a building whose
architecture would reflect the educational
philosophy of the era.
“I do not want parents to think of me as
some kind of educational wild man full of
strange ideas. Pupils at the school will not
waste their time, my time or the
ratepayers’ money”
“I am not interested in gimmicks of
education band wagons. I am interested
in academic excellence. I am not going to
Oadby to fool about, I believe that
children should work hard and play hard”

“Each new thing that a child learns makes
him aware of other new things to be
learnt, and his curiosity will grow by
things it fees on”
“the children will be trained to use their
minds creatively”

On staff: “They are all good people with
enterprise and imagination who have not
got into a rut or become set in their ways”
“The school will be different. Pupils will
not sit in rows in front of a blackboard
waiting for the teacher to put information
in front of them and expect them to learn
it”

The accent at Manor
High School will be on
‘learning by discovery’.
Leicestershire was the first county in the
country to adopt the new comprehensive
system and to apply the three tier system
with middle or high schools in between
primary and upper phases. Manor High
was to be unique and ground-breaking in
its approach.
“The new thing about Manor High School
is that it will be the first SECONDARY
school in the country to adopt these
methods”
“The accent at Manor High School will be
on ‘learning by discovery’. In other words,
the pupil will be compelled to find out the
facts that he wants for himself. This is
called ‘individual learning’.”
“To fully understand the new school, it is
first necessary to understand the
architecture of the building. Manor High
School will be unique in Great Britain in
that it is the first purpose built secondary
school to be built for this type of
teaching.” [open spaces, group teaching]
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“The parents as a whole are said to be
well-informed, articulate, critical and
demanding; the level of their interest
and co-operation is high, though it is said
that perhaps a more than normal
proportion of them are over-anxious
parents who tend to pressurise their
children even against professional
advice.”
“The teaching of home economics….is
shared by two mistresses. Housecraft is
taken by an experienced teacher, ….
while needlework is the responsibility of
a young mistress”
“Remedial education”

In May 1972, the school was inspected
by Her Majesty’s Inspectorate.

“The mistress in charge of the girls’ work
was appointed when the school opened
and she is head of the physical education
department. A good relationship has

The 30-page report was hand typed and
written in a style that reflects very
different times. Here are some of the
highlights:

school intended for around 700 pupils.

 In 1983, the school took on 10 year
olds (which we would now call Year 6)
as part of a move in the county
towards 10-14 age schools.

 In 2004, the first major extension to
the school happened when the Viking
Building was built, replacing a number
of mobile classrooms.

 In 2017, the school moved to the
more common pattern of transferring
to secondary education at age 11 in
Year 7 so no longer took in Year 6.
its Year 9 students into Year 10 for the
first time.

 In 2018, the year of its 50th
anniversary, the school became an 1116 school.

 In September 2018, Shanaya (below)

“The pupils are generally well-nourished
and clothed”
been established with the girls and their
co-operative attitude, pleasing
appearance and acceptance of the
routine of taking showers after exercise”
How times change. It is also interesting
to note the extra-curricular clubs offered
by the school which included sailing.
tograph because he was in it! This
caused a collective gasp and round of
applause.

In 1975, the Shadow Education Secretary, Margaret Thatcher, visited Manor
High School and was impressed with the
work of the students.
During the recent celebrations, the current Headteacher, Mr Powell, displayed
the photograph and said that the exact
date was unknown. However, a member
of the audience stood up and exclaimed
that he knew exactly the date of the pho-

 The school was opened as an 11-14

 In the same year, the school retained

“Parents fall into 4 main occupational
groups: senior executives, professional
people, junior executives and skilled
artisans”

Pictures from
the Past

A Brief History
of Manor High

Nigel Cunliffe appears on the right of the
photograph with Mrs Thatcher and Mr Higgins.

celebrated her 16th birthday and this
made her the first student in the
history of the school to do so. She is
the oldest student ever to be
educated at Manor High School.

 Also in 2018, the school became a
founding member of the Oadby and
Knighton Multi-Academies Trust (OAK
MAT). This brought together a family
of schools with shared ethos and
vision and genuine belief in the value
of education for every child.
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A Trip Down
Memory Lane

Class photo 1982-1983

Philippa Braint (nee Green)
1976-1979

Matthew Channon
1983-1987

Suzanne Mulligan
1994-1996

I have very happy memories of my
three years at Manor. I enjoyed all the
lessons (with the exception of Physics),
got on well with my teachers and made
some lasting friendships. I also enjoyed
the opportunity to go on an educational
cruise with the school, which was my first
trip abroad and first time flying - I have
brought in my diary / scrapbook of this
cruise on the S.S. Uganda.

Ted Bottle lighting all the gas taps to
heat up the lab. Plus two summer trips
with him to the Welsh Highland Railwaygreat fun driving dumper trucks and
setting fire to the café...

Simon Cole QPM
1978-1980

Cross country run in the snow wearing
lost property trainers which were 3 sizes
too small for me, courtesy of Mr
Wilkins...

Manor was the school where I started
my career and I could not have asked for
a better school, with lovely staff and
students. I was with you for two years
and have the best memories - the best
were the trips - the day trip to France,
the longer trip to Paris for a few days.
The other memory was just how happy
the school was and what a positive start I
made to my teaching career. I left you to
go and work for VSO in Indonesia. I am
now married with a lovely 10 year old
and am a Deputy Head in a large
independent boarding school. Best
wishes to you all!

Being given a Mars Bar by Miss Meads
for spelling 'mnemonic' correctly!
Returning in 2018 on the OAK Academy
Board!

John Hill’s (chemistry) infamous phrase
of "sounds expensive" when various
pieces of equipment were dropped or
smashed.

Princess Anne visiting to see a royal
command performance of the school
show. I was in the stage wings next to
one of her armed bodyguards.

Biraj Parmar
2003-2007
I’ve truly formed some great
memories at Manor High School,
although I was a naughty child and got
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suspended a few times, it gave me a
great foundation in pursuing my dream
career. I learnt a lot from the teachers
that gave me advice which I still hold to
great value, these values such as
honesty, integrity and hard work have
allowed me to build my own successful
business. A truly amazing time in my
life!!

Neil Devani
2004-2008
Playing ‘Bomb Game’, what an
absolute legendary game.
Snow ball fights on the field with a few
teachers (during lunch obviously)
Having the best cookies on sale.

5

Dane Burbidge
2013-2017
I think my best memory has to be the
Mud Run that was organised by staff at
Manor High. I remember running
alongside Mr Powell and Miss Dawes. It
was a cold day in early spring and it
started snowing just as we set off. After
the first lap, I remember Mr Powell
saying how terrible I looked!
My greatest achievement was probably
winning the staff bleep test. A score of
14.4 I think? The celebrations were
amazing and the support from staff and
pupils were breath-taking. However,
after the event, as I stumbled to the staff
room I threw up in the sink and had to
get a taxi home.

Commemorating
50 Years with
Trees and Time
Capsules
Our House Captains decided that it would
be fitting to plant a time capsule during
our celebrations. They went to all
departments and asked for items that
could be included, as well as other Manor
High memorabilia, such as a student
planner and a set of house ties.

George Lewis
2011-2015
Fun in lessons, opportunities for
choice within extra-curricular
activities and great ski trips!!
We asked the Mayor of Oadby and
Wigston, David Carter, to plant the time
capsule in our Memorial Garden.

Following on from this, a symbolic oak
tree was planted by the Chair of the OAK
Trust, Ross Grant, the Lord Mayor of
Leicester.

Staff photo from the 1970s. Alan Freestone, fourth from right, back row, provided the photograph
and was one of the original teachers when the school opened in 1968.
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Photos from the
Celebrations
Zubeir Hassam, Martin Lowe, one of the original
pupils from 1968, Neil O’Brien MP, Liam Powell,
Jaimal Patel and Amar Kataria from Barclays Bank
and Yasmin Hassam.

Mrs Hothi helping students sell her legendary
samosas.

Manor High School Governors with the beautiful
cake baked by Yasmin Hassam. From left to right:
Maddy, Nassera. Liam, Ashif, Taher, Amar, Leyla
and Shezhad.
One of the performances by Footloose Stage School.

The staff band rocked!
A Tae kwon-do demonstration by Master T Sahota

Juliet Hart, Head of Overdale Junior School; Steve
Bailey, Vicar of St Paul’s; Neil O’Brien MP; Yashmin
Mistry, Senior Partner of JPC Law; Janet Carter;
Liam Powell, Headteacher of Manor High School;
Yasmin and Zubeir Hassam and Ross Grant, Lord
Mayor of Leicester.

Liam Powell, the current Headteacher of Manor
High School, with Ron Moore, the Headteacher from
1975 to 1996.
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Then and Now
We have put together a montage of
photos from when Manor High was first
built and how it looks today. The rooms
are still recognisable but their uses have
changed...

Then the craft room; now a science classroom
From being built…

To when it opened in 1968…

Then it was woodwork and metalwork...
Then the library; now the Study Centre
To the modern day

Now it is resistant materials

Then the foyer was used as a presentation area and
where lunch was served. Now it’s the admin offices
Then the lecture theatre; now a music room

You can now
follow us on
Twitter and
like us on
Facebook
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Thank you to
the following:
 Neil O’Brien MP for Harborough,
Oadby and Wigston for ongoing
community support

 Ross Grant, Lord Mayor of Leicester
and Chair of OAK MAT who planted
an oak tree in the school garden

 David Carter, Mayor of Oadby and
Wigston who planted a time capsule
in the school garden

Come and visit!
Manor High School provides
opportunities to children beyond its
original catchment and welcomes
families from a wider area.
Our admissions policy is based upon
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 Amar Karia, Barclays Bank, who led

 Neil Driver, CEO of Oadby Plastics

the raffle and match-funded the total
raised

 Zubeir and Yasmin Hassam, whose
children all attended Manor High
School and who provided the
beautiful cake

 Filbert Fox

(and former MHS pupil) for the
chopping board selection

 Alan Freestone for the memorabilia
 Narinder Singh, Parliamentary
Researcher (and former MHS pupil)

 Simon Cole, Chief Constable for
Leicestershire Police Force (and
former MHS pupil)

 Jason Barrow, Schoolwear Solutions
for providing the oak tree

 Sarah-Jane Atterbury from SJ Hair for
providing a free treatment

 No5 Chambers for £100 gift voucher

fairness and distance. The nearer a family
lives to the school, the greater the
chance of gaining a place.
We take 180 pupils into Year 7 each year
and this makes an overall school size of
900. For our school, this is the right size
and it means that we can provide a more
focused learning environment in which

 Current and former pupils, staff and
governors of Manor High School

 Members of the Oadby, Leicester
and Leicestershire community

every individual is known.
We hold open mornings throughout the
year and these can be booked easily
through our website or by phoning the
school. Families can experience and
observe the school during its normal
working day and most importantly feel
the #MagicofManor.

Manor High School
Excellence ~ Inspiration ~ Care ~ Respect

OPEN
MORNINGS

 Discover our unwavering focus on academic excellence






and progress for every child
Learn about our strong values, curriculum and school
community
Speak to our current students and staff about school life
Experience the deep mastery in subjects that are right for
your child
Meet our outstanding pastoral team who support and
develop the whole child
Find out about our school bus which caters for families
from further afield

Every Tuesday and
Thursday at 9.00am
Experience for yourself
the “Magic of Manor”
during the school day parents and children are
welcome to attend

Book your place
online at:
www.manorhigh.leics.sch.uk/
calendar

