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What they 
should already 

know: Need 
Students 

should have 
understanding 

of some human 
and physical 

processes that 
shape 

landscapes and 
how people 

live. 
They should be 

able to apply 
this at different 

scales:
Local, National 

(UK)
Global Scale

What they 
should already 

know:

The difference 
between human 

and physical 
geography.

How sustainability 
can be linked to 

all aspects of 
geography

Understand 
important 

geomorphic 
processes, and 

human processes.

Geography Scholar

What 
happens 

at the 
Coast?

Is Southeast 
Asia 

Sustainable?

How does 
population 

shape places?

What’s the 
difference 

between hot 
and cold 

environments? 

Mini Topic: 
What is Africa 

really like?

What process and 
landforms shape the 

coast?

What is the UK 
coastline like?

Assessment: 
Coasts

How can we protect 
coastlines?

Case Study: Holbeck 
Hall disasterCase Study: Tourism 

in Ko Phi Phi, 
Thailand

What are the  
environmental issues in SE 

Asia?

What is the Borneo 
Rainforest like?

What is the problem 
with palm oil?

What is the coral 
triangle?

What are the impacts 
of humans on the coral 

triangle?

Assessment: 
Southeast 

Asia

How is the 
worlds 

population 
changing? 

How has 
population 

shaped 
Mumbai?

How has 
population 

shaped 
Leicester?

What are the similarities 
and difference between 

places?

How to survive 
in hot 

environments?

How to survive in cold 
environments?
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Dynamic 
Development

Changing 
Climates

What 
has led 
to 
uneven 
develo
pment?

What is 
development 
and how can it 
be measured?

How has an LIDC
developed so far?

What global 
connections
influence its 
development?

What development 
strategy
is most 
appropriate?

End of topic 
assessment

What evidence is 
there to suggest 
climate change is a 
natural process?

What evidence is there 
for climate change?

How has increasing demand for 
resources affected our planet?

How is the global 
pattern of
urbanisation 
changing?

Why is climate 
change a
global issue?

Urban Futures

What is life like for people
in a city?How can cities 

become more
sustainable? Are LIDCs likely 

to stay poor?

Case Study: 
Zambia (LIDC)

Why are some countries 
richer than others?

Case Studies
AC: Leicester
LIDC: Lagos

End of topic 
assessment

Resource 
Reliance

What does rapid urbanisation
mean for cities?

What does
it mean to be
food secure?

How can countries
ensure their food 
security?

How sustainable are these
strategies?

End of topic 
assessment
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Assessment: 
Tectonics

How are 
settlements 
distributed? 

What problems do 
urban areas face? 

Enquiry: 
What are 

Geography 
Skills

Enquiry: 
How do 

rivers change 
from source 
to mouth?

Enquiry: 
What 
makes 
places 

different?

Enquiry: 
Tectonics –
How does 
the planet 

work?

What are  map 
skills? 

What is geography?What is 
sustainability?

Assessment: 
Map skills 

assessment

Enquiry: 
How does 
weather 

work?

Fieldwork: 
Does MHS 

have a 
litter 

problem?

Assessment: 
Rivers & 
Flooding

Assessment: 
Weather

Where do 
rivers flow? 

What processes 
effect rivers?

What landforms 
are found along 

the river?
Case Study: Flooding –
Leicester v Bangladesh

How do we 
use rivers?

Can we stop 
flooding?

Assessment: 
Settlements

What is a 
settlement? 

What do cities 
look like? 

Case Study: What 
happens when 

settlements grow 
(AC)?

What is a 
natural hazard? 

How is the earth 
structured?

How do we measure 
earthquakes? What problems 

do volcanoes 
create?

Case Study: White 
Island , NZ

What is the difference 
between weather & climate?

How do we 
measure 
weather?

What is the UK’s 
Weather Like?

Baseline Assessment: 
Why is it important to 
look after the world?
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Paper 1: 
Global 

Hazards

Paper 1: 
Distinctive 
Landscapes

Paper 1: 
Physical 

fieldwork

What processes 
occur at plate
boundaries?

Why do we
have weather
extremes?

Mid of topic 
assessment

End of topic 
assessment

What makes a 
landscape 
distinctive?

What influences the 
landscapes of the UK? Coasts

What influences the 
landscapes of the 
UK? Rivers

Investigate: How do 
rivers change from 
source mouth?

How do you carry out 
coastal fieldwork?

Paper 1: 
Sustaining 

Ecosystems
Paper 2: UK 

in 21st

Century

Paper 3: 
Geography 
Exploration

How is the UK 
changing in the 
21st century?

How is the UK’s
population changing?

How is the UK’s
economy  
changing?

Is the UK losing its 
global significance?

Is there more to polar 
environments than ice? Why are natural ecosystems 

important??

Why should 
tropical 
rainforests 
matter to us?

What they should 
already know/KS3 

Links to GCSE:

KS3 curriculum 
has been 

designed to 
ensure students 
have the base 

knowledge of key 
human and 

physical 
processes that 

can be applied to 
GCSE. 

Including: 
Tectonic 

processes
Variety of 

Ecosystems
Development and 

Population 
patterns.

How can tectonic 
movement be
hazardous?

How does 
technology have 
the potential to
save lives in
hazard zones?

Case Study: 
Svalbard

Case Study:
Middle East

Assessment: 
Population

Assessment: 
Hot and Cold 
Environments

Case Study:
Tanzania

Case Study:
Nepal 2015

Case Study:
UK Drought Case Study:

Typhoon Haiyan

Case Study: North Norfolk

Case Study:
River Tees

Case Study: Leicester

Case Study: 
Oxfordshire

Case Study: 
Somalia conflict

Case Studies:
Antarctic Treaty and 
Union glacier Tourism

Case Study: Crocker 
Range Biosphere 
Reserve, Borneo
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